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Unspoken Forgiveness
By: Vic Bacud

God has been teaching mankind about
forgiveness for thousands of years since
Adam and Eve. Until now forgiveness is not
freely flowing from the heart, especially
without the grace of God. When God
confronted Adam in the garden why he ate
the forbidden fruit, Adam said, “The woman
you put here with me gave me the fruit, and |
ate it”. Then the Lord God asked the woman,
“Why did you do this?” She replied, “The
snake tricked me into eating it”. (Genesis 3,
12-13). Both Adam and Eve were defensive.
They blamed each other, the snake and they
were not willing to accept fault. They did not
ask for God's forgiveness maybe because
they did not know what repentance, or
forgiveness is all about. Otherwise, God
would have forgiven them and then mankind.

We can say that God's salvation plan for
mankind started from here. The bible
presents several stories and versions of
repentance, of asking forgiveness by the
offender and giving forgiveness by the
offended without even uttering the word of
forgiveness. At Calvary, the criminal on the
right side of the dying Christ simply asked
that he be remembered in paradise and Jesus
gracefully gave that forgiveness without
utterance of the word. Instead Jesus said, “I
promise you that today you will be in
paradise with me.”(Luke 23: 42-43).
Likewise, at the height of Jesus Christ's
passion and suffering before crucifixion,
Peter denied Jesus three times and after
resurrection Jesus Christ returned to Peter
and asked three times if Peter loved Jesus.
The repentance of Peter was deep hearted
and defeated the utterance of Peter to say
(cont’d on page 7)
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A UNIQUE AND A CHALLENGING MINISTRY
by: Fr. Marce Singson

The Archdiocese of Brisbane is so blessed with so many diverse ethnic communities and
most of them, if notall, have contributed to the life and growth of the Catholic Church in the
archdiocese and beyond. We have the presence of the Albanians, the Portuguese,
Vietnamese, Polish, Indians, Indonesians, Maltese, Slovenians, Sudanese, the Hispano-
Americans (Spanish-speaking people from South American countries), Chinese, Samoans,
African communities, Italians, the Maronites, the Koreans, Timor Leste, the Filipinos...
and many more.

The Filipino community is one of the fastest growing ethnic communities in the
archdiocese. Inthe early year 2000 there were more than 19,000 Filipino Catholics spread
all over the archdiocese from Hervey Bay to Kilcoy, to Kingaroy and Coolangatta. Since
last year, the number of this community has reached to more than 29,000. The swell of the
number is due to the following factors: the influx of the skilled workers direct from
Philippines, the on-going migration direct from the Philippines, Filipino families who have
been living for so many years in Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, Singapore, England and
from some other Middle Eastern countries have also migrated to Australia.

Giving pastoral care to the Filipino community is unique and challenging. Here's some
facts:

1. Ethnic chaplains focus their pastoral care only to ONE community, the Filipino chaplain
divides his time to care for so MANY communities existing within the Filipino community.
2. Except for the Chinese and Vietnamese, all ethnic chaplains have less people to care for,
but the Filipino chaplain has to pastorally care to more than 29,000 Filipino Catholics, and
most of these people are very active in their faith.

3. Whereas most ethnic communities live or congregate in one area like Vietnamese in
Inala and Chinese in Sunnybank which makes the chaplains so easy to reach and care for
them, the Filipinos are spread in every corner of the archdiocese, so that the Filipino
chaplain hasto criss-cross the road everyday.

4. Whereas most of the ethnic chaplains are enjoying their priestly ministry as associate
pastor, the Filipino chaplain is also the administrator of a vibrant and fast growing parish in
Loganholme. Connected to the parish are two big Catholic schools (primary and college)
and anursing home.

But | must say that the Filipino chaplaincy is one of the most highly structured and well-
organised community in the archdiocese of Brisbane.

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed by the authors and contributors in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Chaplaincy. While reasonable efforts
to ensure that no misleading claims are made and the contributing staff have tried to make the information as accurate as possible,
they accept no responsibility for any loss or inconvenience sustained by any reader of this newsletter. o




it frem the Heart

By Efren A. Altez

Years in Waiting

Did you know that most people spend an average of about five years of their
lives just standing in lines? What kinds of lines? Grocery checkout, driver's
license renewal, bank, stadium, restaurant, ticket window subway station,
and so forth. Most people spend a total of six months of their life waiting at
stop lights! That's not all, how about pastimes?

I came across a book by Robert Strand entitled “365 Moments to Cherish”.
After a year of research, a consulting firm in America studied hundreds of
people across the nation to determine how people spend their time and where
they spend it. Most people don't realize how much time they're wasting,

This time-use study estimated the average person spends six months at stop
lights, eight months opening junk mail, one year searching for misplaced
objects, two years attempting to return phone calls to people who never seem
to be available, four years doing housework, five years in lines and six years
eating.

“The whole point is to spend time doing the things that we want to do rather
than the things we dislike,” said the researcher. The study of time usage is an
interesting subject because everyone of us has the same exact allotment of
time. Yes, | know, perhaps not in the length of our living, but in the sense that
each of us has an exact total of 24 hours in each day and 168 hours in each
week. Time is also a non-renewable commaodity. There is not one minute of
your life that can be lived more than once.

When we were growing up as little ones, time seemed to drag... minutes
seemed endless... but now the minutes flash past, but the years seem long.
Have you ever given any serious thought as to how you invest your time in a
worthy and fulfilling life?

While we're on the subject, have you thought about spending your time as
well as your money? There are 168 hours in a week and at tithe would be 16.8
hours. If you attend church twice on Sunday that may account for about 5
hours, and throw in another 3 for a mid-week activity for church or
community work, and you still have 8.8 hours left! Where would be a good
place to make this investment of your time? How about helping a neighbor or
sick friend? Help building a better community?

There's no doubt that we Filipinos are very generous in spending our time and
money but do we spend it wisely? The Filipino community centre is now
twenty years in waiting. Many have asked our leaders, are they fulfilling the
purpose and achieving key objectives? Did they initiated the big and
ambitious project with a realistic project plan that would benefit our young
generation? It seems that no clear structure had existed as to when will
become areality.

Recently the chaplaincy took a challenge to invite leaders in our community
for a general assembly, a step towards an aim of unity and sense of
togetherness. Although the role of the chaplaincy is solely spiritual, we are
extending our ministry to social, financial and community building.

A brand new guideline to continue the project was created - mapping totally
fresh constitution and even made research of the full skeleton and provided
some flesh ideas including financial resources. The group who is willing to
inherit the challenge came up with a big progress in making our Filipino
dream a reality. But in the end, it seems there’s still no future as primary
groups claimto continue their own dreams.

Considering the time spent in meetings and organizing events, we lost time
and opportunities - our community is still confused and divided. A dream that
only God knows when to happen.

“Be very careful, then, how you live... not as unwise but as
wise making the most of every opportunity” (Eph. 5:15-16).

MY Way

Love Scoring

By: Art Pagaduan

The Marriage Enrichment Movement-Brisbane had just
concluded their 17" Marriage Enrichment Seminar (MES)
on 21-22 May 2010. This column would like to
congratulate and welcome the 6 couples to the MEM
family. Thank you to the officers and the Core Group who
organised the seminar. Job well done.

In my private conversation with Fr. Nards Mercene, he
said: “I started the MES 20 years ago in Sydney, at least one
seminar a month, then here in Brisbane 10 years later. |
thought I was bringing God closer to married couples, but
as years goes by, | discovered they were the one bringing
God closer to me. | am grateful and | hope the couples
involved in MEM will continue their commitment by
organising seminars and retreats for married couples.

*kkk
In our modern era of painkillers and instant gratification,
we tend to forget that life entails suffering. We tend to
forget that love entails suffering.

On 24 March 1986, just before the Academy Awards,
Barbara Walters interviewed Presidentand Mrs. Reagan.

One of the questions she asked was how they managed to
keep their love alive across 35 years of married life. When
they didn't answer immediately, Barbara tried to help them
by saying, “Was it because both of you were so willing to
give and take on a 50-50 basis?”

The first Lady broke into a gentle laugh and said, “Oh my,
married life never breaks that evenly. Sometimes it's more
like 90-10. So often one of us has had to give up so much
more than the other.” The president nodded in total
agreement.

That was the high point of the interview, because it made
such an important point: When it comes to love, we can't
keep score! The day a hushand or a wife begins to keep
score in a marriage, that is the day that marriage begins to
die.

Married life and family life, by nature, involve pain,
sometimes a great deal of pain. And that pain rarely divides
itself evenly between family members. More often than not
it's a lopsided division-sometimes terribly lopsided, like
90-10.
*kk*k

Last year, in one of the MEM retreats, Fr. Sanchez, a
Passionist priest, recommended a book “The Shack” by
William Paul Young. It was one of the best book | ever read.
Page by page the author unveiled the complicated do's and
don'tsthat distort a relationship into a religion were washed
away as | understood better about the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. I highly recommend this book to all. Don't miss this
transforming story of grace. Today is Trinity Sunday and it
reminds me about “the Shack”.

In closing let us pray a simple prayer, sums up what we
have been reading in the past few weeks:

“Lord, alone we are only a spark, but in the Spirit we are a
fire. Lord, alone we are only a string, but in the Spirit we
are a lyre. Lord, alone we are only an anthill, but in the
Spirit we are amountain. Lord, alone we only adrop, butin
the Spirit we are a fountain. Lord, alone we are only a
feather but in the Spirit we are a wing. Lord, alone we are
only abeggar, butin the Spiritwe are aKing.”” Amen. o




A letter of support and appreciation
Dear Bishop Joseph,

My name is Kevin Barber and | am a parishioner of St Matthew’s
Parish at Loganholme.

My reason for writing to you is to let you know of all the marvelous
improvements our Parish Priest (Administrator), Fr Marce Singson
has instigated for our Parish in the short time he has been our
Administrator.

The last time | met you was when our previous Priest, the then Fr
Peter Brady had decided to leave the Parish for personal reasons
and you had the task of informing the congregation of his intentions.
For the following months our parishioners were very anxious and
confused, not knowing the future of our Parish. It was only when Fr
Marce arrived that the parishioners began to have some sense of
stability and when Fr Marce informed us that he was officially
appointed the Administrator of our Parish our parishioners fears
were at last put to rest. We hope that he can remain our
Administrator for many years to come, although | know that this
could be a bit selfish on our part.

I can only imagine that it wouldn't have been an easy task for Fr
Marce, coming to a new country, leaving his family behind in the
Philippines, taking on the responsibilities of a new parish, learning
to drive on our dangerous roads and adapting to a new culture and
language but he persevered and conquered every challenge in his
path. Fr Marce also has the enormous task of administering to the
Filipino community of South East Queensland which covers a very
large congregation over a geographically dispersed area.

Having been in the Defence Force | regularly had to move location
and change parishes with each posting. | have found with Fr Marce
at St Matthew’s | now have a spiritual home that | am extremely
happy with. Fr Marce’s homilies each week are meaningful,
interesting, relevant and at times humorous with a message or
messages that | can relate to and reflect on.

Fr Marce works very long hours putting the needs of our Parish and
our parishioners ahead of his own needs at all times, something |
greatly admire him for.

Late last year Fr Marce took it upon himself to give our church a
‘Spiritual Facelift’ which included the procurement of a crucifix,
Stations of the Cross, a Statue of Our Lady and a Tabernacle light.
To date,most of these items have been installed which has made an
enormous difference to the appearance and feel of our church as a
place of worship. Fr Marce is awaiting the delivery and installation of
the Stations of the Cross from overseas before having a blessing of
the new additions. There has been much work undertaken to make
this project come to fruition, something all our parishioners will
benefit from both now and for many years to come. Many have
expressed their joy and appreciation of Fr Marce’s efforts to make
the church feel like a ‘real church’. By Fr Marce giving the
congregation an opportunity to contribute to this ‘Spiritual Facelift’ it
has increased the congregation’s feeling of involvement and ‘sense
of belonging’to St Matthew’s.

Within the parish we are aware of all that Fr Marce has done for also
important that his superiors in the archdiocese were also made
aware of the importance of Fr Marce to St Matthew’s.

Kevin Barber
lexytigger@optusnet.com.au

Thank you Mr Barber for giving us a much appreciated
summary of the improvement to St. Matthew’s Parish thru
the excellent pastoral care of Fr. Marce. May God continue
to shephered St. Matthew’s parishioners thru all that
happens in the parish community. Thank you for message
supporting Fr. Marce.

Bishop Joseph Oudemann

Ethnic Ministers Council’s Multicultural Fiesta

Thank you to all who participated at the multicultural fiesta
and supported our Filipino youth last April 17. The event
would not have been complete without your efforts and
contribution. We received very good feedback from everyone
who attended. A special thank you to the Mabuhay dance
group, your perfomance was enjoyed by all. Thank you
also to the stall minders for your contribution. It was great
that we had 2 Filipino stalls at this event. It was a nice
experience forall of us. Until nexttime. - Joanne Tenorio.

Flores de Mayo at Browns Plains

The annual celebration of Flores de Mayo at St Bernardine
Church, Browns Plains on May 16th
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Sweet May hath come to love us, flowers, trees, their
blossoms don, and through the blue heavens above us the
very clouds move on. (Heinrich Heine)

This was the sentiment as the Caboolture Chaplaincy held
another resounding success of its annual Santacruzan
Procession in honour of the Holy Cross, the Virgin Mary and the
month of May. Seventeen beautiful Reynas, one Prinsipe,
Methuselah and eight angels were followed to the church by
their parents, friends, officers and members of the Chaplaincy
and parishioners of St Peters Caboolture on Sunday, 16 May
2010. The Holy Rosary was recited in the procession and
culminated with the monthly Chaplaincy Mass. The Couples
for Christ made the day more special with their beautiful music.
They now sing every 2™ month at the Caboolture Chaplaincy

Mass alternating with the Caboolture Chaplaincy Choir.

The Caboolture Chaplaincy Choir has a new look with a very
colourful Filipiniana inspired uniform. The group had a surprise
visitin one of their weekly practice. SrNecy (of Fr Dom Flores'
chaplaincy time) paid the choir a visit while on holidays at Bribie
Island.

Attendance to the monthly chaplaincy mass has seen a steady
increase every time. Support for the monthly hamper raffle also
continues. The hamper raffle will be suspended from June to
October to make way for other chaplaincy fundraising activities.
Through these fundraising endeavours the chaplaincy is able to
fund its projects. The Caboolture Chaplaincy has given support
to 3 families in need with the help of the other sub-chaplaincies
and some kababayans.

The 61 seater bus for the annual pilgrimage to Canungra on 25
September 2010 has been booked and the Caboolture
Chaplaincy is now accepting bookings.

The Caboolture Chaplaincy dance night this year will be heldon

Saturday, 02 October 2010, and will be held at the Morayfield
Community Hall. Sponsors and prizes are currently being
finalised and tickets will be printed and available shortly
thereafter.

The “Fil-Aust Caboolture Chaplaincy” is now on Facebook for
international networking and outreach.
N i

Santacruzan photos
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By: Anita Suter

Pinoys on the Coast Celebrate Flores de
Mayo and Santacruzan

The Flores de Mayo at Santacruzan Festival was held on
Sunday, 2 May 2010 at Casey Hall, Clear Island Waters.The
festivity was a whole day affair which commenced with prayer
of the Holy Rosary. A procession followed from Hall to the
Sacred Heart Church.

The procession included 76 sagalas, a mixture of young
children and young adults all dressed so beautifully. The
gowns were glamourous and awesome, some outfits were
prepared by parents and the rest were brought in direct from
the Philippines. It seems so many parents have hidden talent
and skills when it comes to creating fabulous gowns. The
escorts cannot be outdone in their splendid barong tagalogs
and so are the cute little angels. Of course to top it all was the
grand karosa of Mother Mary decked with lovely flowers.
Such a wonderful sight. This year generated a great interest
with large participation of sagalas. It might double up next
year.

There was the lunch break of course with a number of Filipino
food stalls that catered for everyone's taste. There was
abundant supply of food. A non-stop entertainment followed
that featured a latin dance, Filipino traditional dances and
rendition of songs by the popular and great Pnoise on Coast
Vocal Group. Another highlight of the day was the raffle draw
with the 1st prize - one return airfare to the Philippines.

The festival is one of the major fundraising events for the Gold
Coast Chaplaincy as all funds raised go to the "Give a Life"
project with PGH (Philippine General Hospital). It is intended
to patients who are most in need.

The festival was a huge success as shown by the attendance,
smiles and feedback from the people. The committee gains so
much satisfaction from the appreciation of the community.
The success is attributed from the united effort of everyone..
from participants of the program, the sagalas, escorts, parents,
sponsors and all the valued volunteers. A big big thank you to
all.

Gold Coast Chaplaincy officers with Fr Marce
= )

See you all at the
Philippine
Independence Day
and Barrio Fiesta
at
Albert Waterways
Community Centre,
Sunshine Blvd.
Broadbeach (opposite
“Pacific Shopping
Center)
on Sunday, 27th June
2010
Contact: Jo Carreon
55328718 /
0414068323 for more

information. @



By: Thelma Woodman

The Catholic Filipino Australian Chaplaincy of Ipswich
organized a bus trip to Bribie Island on the 14" of March 2010.
After the beach activities, everyone headed to Morayfield for
some shopping. The weather was perfect and it was a
successful trip.

Palm Sunday was celebrated in the Ipswich Chaplaincy on the
28" of March 2010 by our Chaplain, Fr Marce Singson. It was
excellent to see many parishioners who attended the mass.

Santacruzan and Flores de mayo was held for the first time in the Ipswich Chaplaincy on the 23" of May 2010. Many
spectators from locations as far as the Esk Shire to Brisbane attended the event. It was an amazing colorful event and many
new faces came to be part of the celebration. | would like to thank the beautiful Queens, their Escorts and Angels with their
parents, families, relatives and friends for their hard work and support for this event, especially for raising money for the
orphanages in the Philippines. Reyna Elena for 2010 was Veronica Martin. | would also like to thank the choir members
and officers of the Ipswich chaplaincy for their dedication and hard work. Without their support this event would not have
been a success.

| L — Reyna Elena
A&E Sagtslc&ugan Veronica Martin
Santacruzan Candidates j. with Fr Marce

m"*-'-f W
> "'u. g ,_! - b% . The winners of the raffle are as follows:
Angels"' Pty ™

1% prize: Digital Camera Tripod Vira Birr

2" prize: Video Camera Aaron Litchel

3" prize: Digital Aqua Pack Camera V. Morgan

Consolation prices of 6 Rice Cookers
G. Doyle, Morgan Ron, Sam, Perla Pound, Isaac Ritcher and
Margore

Maraming Salamat sa iyong lahat and may God's blessings
be with you always!

See you again in our next chaplaincy events: June 27, July
25, August 14 & 22, September 26, October 24, November
28 and December 26. (6)
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(Cont. Unspoken Forgiveness...) “Lord forgive me”. Jesus in turn
accepted Peter without saying “I forgive you”, hence giving Peter
more responsibility over the church.

The first disobedience was committed in heaven against God by the
archangel Lucifer. At that time, there were no devils to tempt
Lucifer. It was self pride and envy that Lucifer wanted to be equal
with God. It follows that angels are not perfect though they are more
powerful than human beings. Only God is perfect and divine. Both
angels and human beings were created by God, but only the angels
see God face to face from the moment they existed. They deliver
God's messages. However they are not part of God's salvation plan.
When they sin against God they are cast to the everlasting wrath of
God (Isaiah 14:12-14). There is no forgiveness for them. Only
mankind can seek the forgiveness of God because humans are part of
God's salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. - Vic Bacud

Marriage Enrichment Seminar

Congratulations to Celso & Lilybeth Gorospe, Romeo & Emerlina
Lagman, Dino & Rachel Forbes, Rolando & Jovi Manalili, Julius &
Ma Tricia Vilela and Richard & Ruby Marie Rimpos. The seminar
(batch 17) was conducted by Fr Nards Mercene held at St Cecilia’s
Parish Hall on May 21-22, 2010. Thanks to MEM chore group who
organised the seminar.

Upcoming Chaplaincy Events

JUNE

13th, Sunday 9:30am, Barrio Fiesta, Yeronga Primary School
13th, Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, St. Flannan’s
Church, Zillmere

20th, Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, St Peter’s Church,
Caboolture

27th, Gold Coast Barrio Fiesta /12noon, Chaplaincy Mass,
Our Lady of Miraculous Church, Eastern Heights

JULY

5th, Sunday, 11:30am, Chaplaincy Mass, Sacred Heart
Church, Gold Coast

10th, Saturday, 6pm, Brisbane Chaplaincy Night, Chinese
Community Centre, Runcorn

11th,Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, St. Flannan’s
Church, Zillmere

18th, Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, St Peter’s Church,
Caboolture

25th, Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, Our Lady of
Miraculous Church, Eastern Heights

AUGUST

1st, Sunday, 11:30am, Chaplaincy Mass, Sacred Heart
Church, Gold Coast

8th, Sunday, 12noon, Feast of St. Mary Mckillop, St.
Flannan’s Church, Zillmere

14th, Saturday, 5pm, Ipswich Chaplaincy Night, Uniting
Church Hall, Booval

15th, Sunday, 12noon, Assumption of Mary, St Peter’s
Church, Caboolture

22nd, Sunday, 12noon, Chaplaincy Mass, Our Lady of
Miraculous Church, Eastern Heights

CLASSIFIED ADS/SPONSORS

Level 5

T & G Building

141 Queen Street Mall
Brisbane, QLD 4000

Best Friends
(Sunny) Travel

W=  ABN 13083 206 642

- GPO Box 1858
tATA  LIC.#TAGIS30 Brisbane, QLD 4001
AUSTRALIA
Melanie Li Phone: +61 7 3210 6244
elanie L1u Fax. +617 30129588

MANAGER
Mobile: 0402 119 136

Toll Free: 1800 106 244
www.BestFriendsTravel.com
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Mabel’s Mobile Accountant

Mabel Duncan wmnNiA
REGISTERED TAX AGENT
ABN 12 499 581 786

171 Delathin Road

Algester Qld 4115

PO Box 5080, Algester QId 4115
Brisbane, Australia

Phone (07) 3273 3235

Fax (07) 3272 6908

Mobile 0416 149 235
mabelmobacc@yahoo.com.au

Door to Door - AUSTRALIA to PHILIPPI!\IES -

Office: (07) 5591 3470 i

E-mail; eol cargo@optusnet.com.au
Elma |
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Narciso C. Gregorios
Mobile 0430 583 080

Lily S. Gregorios
Mobile 0424 921 341

GREGORIOS INTERNATIONAL TRADING, Pty. Limited

Telefax: (07) 3341 5735
Phone: (07) 3114 2456
Email: narcings@yahoo.com
lily_gregorios@yahoo.com.au

20 Waldman Place
Kuraby Qld 4112
Australia
Distributor of Philippine Products: Sarangani Bay Milkfish,
Golden Banana, DVD Tagalog Movies, Smart & Globe SIM
Pasaload, Mama Sita Products and more...
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CLASSIFIED ADS/SPONSORS

e
MEMECH (OF
SIGRATION INSTITUTE
— OF ALISTRALIA —
ATTY. ANABELLE BUENAVISTA HAVELOCK

Family Sponsored Migration AB Political Science (Cum Laude), LLB
State/Territory Sponsored Migration Australian & Philippine Lawyer
Employer Sponsored Migration Migration Agent Reg. No. 9253287
Business Migration ABN: 94 435 229 085
Temporary Residence Visa PO BOX 6287 (29 Wembley Road)
Tourism & Business Visits Logan Central QId 4114
Students Visa Phone: (07) 329 93953 / 0421 212062
Spouse & Fiancé Visa e-mail edanhav@optusnet.com.au

MRT, RRT,& Judicial Review

Do You Wish to STUDY or LIVE PERMANENTLY in AUSTRALIA?

Consult

Atty. Anabelle Buenavista Havelock
Australian Migration Agent with over 20 years experience of working through
the Immigration maze before and/or after lodging of applications to secure
visas for clients.
Accept clients from Australia, Philippines and around the world.

Join your kababayan in AUSTRALIA!

ﬁ' Ry % s e, T = - Ay

Philippine Office: 162 Andres Bonifacio Street, Villa del Rio 2, Pit-Os, Talamban, Cebu City, Philippines. Ph. (032) 401 1541



